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Coins	  of	  Zurich	  throughout	  History	  
	  
	  
Not so long ago it was assumed that Zurich was founded in Roman times, and that the earliest coins of 
Zurich dated from the 9th century AD. In the meantime we know that Celtic tribes settled in Zurich long 
before the Romans – and that the first Zurich coins emerged about 1000 years earlier than hitherto 
believed, namely in the course of the 1st century BC. Hence our tour through the monetary history of 
Zurich starts in ancient Celtic times. 

Afterwards, however, no money was minted in Zurich over centuries indeed. Only under Eastern 
Frankish rule did the small town on the end of the lake become a mint again. And since then the Zurich 
mint remained in use – with longer and shorter discontuniations until 1848: then the Swiss franc was 
created as the single currency of Switzerland, and the coins from Zurich as well as all the rest of the 
circulating Swiss coins were devaluated and replaced. 

During the 1000 years between the minting of the first medieval coin of Zurich and the last money of 
the Canton of Zurich in 1848, our money served the most diverse purposes. It was used as means of 
payment and as article of trade, as measure of value and as savings and, last but not least, for prestige. 
The coins of Zurich reflect these various functions perspicuously – but see for yourself.	  
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Helvetia,	  Tigurini,	  Potin	  Coin	  (Zurich	  Type),	  Early	  1st	  
Century	  BC	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  	  	  

	  
	  
Denomination:	   AE	  (Potin	  Coin)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Tribe	  of	  the	  Tigurini	  
Mint:	   Undefined	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   -‐100	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.6	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   19.0	  
Material:	   Others	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Sometime around the beginning of the 1st century BC, Celts of the Tigurini tribe broke the ground of 
the Lindenhof in Zurich. These first archaeologically traceable "inhabitants of Zurich" had already a 
differentiated coinage system: gold and silver coins were used for far trade and large transactions; and 
potin coins – cast from an alloy of copper, tin and lead – were used for daily trade on the local market. 
This potin coin is of the so-called Zurich type, bearing a stylization of mercury's wand on the obverse 
and a stag on the reverse. 

About 2,000 years later, a lump melted from about 17,000 to 18,000 potin coins was found at the 
construction of the old stock exchange at the lower end of the Bahnhofstrasse in Zurich. The reason for 
the meltdown of thousands of coins is unknown; most probably they were destroyed in the context of a 
ritual sacrifice. Greek and Roman writers give account of the Celtic practice of sacrificing weapons and 
fibulas as well as coins, all of which were placed in lakes and moors. And indeed, a large part of 
modern Zurich's Bahnhofstrasse was beyond sea level at the time of the Celts. 

The Celtic mints stopped working when Julius Caesar and his legions defeated the Helvetic tribes in the 
1st century BC. The Romans settled in the region of today's Switzerland, and with them came Roman 
money. In place of the Celtic oppidum on the upper lake of Zurich, a Roman trading post named 
Turicum was founded.	  
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East	  Frankish	  Empire,	  Herman	  I	  of	  Swabia	  (926-‐949),	  
Denarius,	  Zurich	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  (Pfennig)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Duke	  Herman	  I	  of	  Swabia	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   926	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.34	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Coinage was introduced in Zurich in the course of the 9th century. As vicegerents of the East Frankish 
King Otto I, the dukes of Swabia had their own denars struck here. These early coins were considered 
reliable and thus used far beyond Zurich: Denars from Zurich have been found as far as Germany, 
Scandinavia, Poland and Russia. 

This denarius was an issue of Herman I of Swabia. The obverse depicts the duke's name 
HERIMANNVS, and the reverse bears a monogram-like cross with letters. The inscription reads, DC 
TV RE CV (DC = dux comes, duke count; TVRECV = Zurich).	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Fraumünster	  Abbey	  of	  Zurich,	  Hedwig	  
of	  Wolhusen?,	  Light	  Pfennig	  (Half	  Bracteate),	  c.	  1100	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Denarius	  (Half	  Bracteate)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Abbess	  Hedwig	  of	  Wolhusen?	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1100	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.45	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Around 853 AD, King Louis the German founded the Fraumünster Abbey of Zurich for his daughters 
Hildegard and Berta. To allow the two young women a comfortable life, the king provided the abbey 
with rich properties. 

In 1045, the German King Henry III assigned the abbess of the Fraumünster Abbey with the right to 
hold markets, to collect tariffs and to mint coins. These rights changed the rank of the abbess in Zurich 
remarkably: she now became bearer of important political duty and power. 

At that time a vivid trade began to develop in Zurich, as in other towns of the Holy Roman Empire. 
Therefore money was needed. The abbess thus began to issue light pennies, which were cheap and 
could be produced quickly and in large quantities. Light pennies were minted on both sides, but since 
they were very thin, the dies were visible on the opposite side too.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  Fraumünster	  Abbey	  of	  Zurich,	  
Elizabeth	  of	  Spiegelberg	  (1298-‐1308),	  Pfennig	  (Bracteate)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Pfennig	  (Bracteate)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Elizabeth	  of	  Spiegelberg	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1300	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.34	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   17.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In Zurich the importance of merchants increased in the course of the 14th century. One reason was the 
opening of the Schöllenen Gorge, an important access route to the St. Gotthard Pass. The passage from 
Italy to the Rhine became much easier now, and Zurich suddenly lay on the major trade route between 
north and south. The city's significance as reloading point increased. 

The townsmen who had gained wealth through trade soon began to meddle with the abbess's business. 
Civic magistrates demanded – and got – the privilege to verify the quality of the Fraumünster coins. 
High-quality money was essential for merchants. This coin depicts a schematic picture of Abbess 
Elizabeth of Spiegelberg. She wears a nun's veil, but also a necklace as a worldly attribute. This 
demonstrated the double position of the abbess of Zurich: clerical principal as well as feudal lord.	  



	  

	  
6	  von	  33	   	  www.sunflower.ch	  

Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Plappart	  
(Krähenplappart)	  undated	  (c.	  1425-‐1440)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Plappart	  (Krähenplappart)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1425	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.34	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   24.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
For over 350 years, the abbesses of the Fraumünster convent in Zurich had held the right to issue coins. 
Quite early, they had started to lease their right of coinage to entrepreneurs. In 1238, Abbess Judenta of 
Hagenbuch did this on her own authority. Some 30 years later, Elizabeth of Wetzikon consulted the city 
council to get its consent for her choice of a leaseholder. Eventually in 1364, Abbess Beatrix of 
Wolhusen concluded an agreement with the mayor and the city council in which she basically passed 
the right of coinage to the city of Zurich. It was not yet official, but became authorized in 1425, when 
Emperor Sigismund bestowed the privilege of coinage upon the city of Zurich. 

Already in 1417 had the city begun to mint new coin types: kreuzers and so-called plapparts. The 
reverse of the first plapparts of Zurich showed Charlemagne. But as soon as the city's right to mint was 
officially confirmed, the imperial eagle was put on the coins. Somewhat disrespectful, people called 
those coins "crow's plapparts" (Krähenplapparte).	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Heller	  (Haller)	  undated	  
(16th	  c.)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Heller	  (Haller)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1500	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.24	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   15.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
From the beginning of the 15th century, repeated attempts were made in Switzerland to formulate a 
unitary monetary policy. But all these attempts failed: the competitiveness and differences between the 
individual parts of Switzerland were too big. In order to retain its importance as a trading center, every 
town was nevertheless compelled to adapt itself to the influences of neighboring coinage authorities. 
This led to an increase in types of coin. In the 16th century the types struck in Zurich were ducats and 
crowns, talers and guldens, batzen and dicken, fünfers, sechsers and schillings, angsters, groschen and 
hellers. 

The heller, which was incidentally called haller in Zurich, was used as a divisional coin that is, as coin 
with a low nominal value, which was used to make up small differences in transactions. To keep the 
cost of these small coins low, they were only stamped on one side. The device on this heller shows the 
Zurich coat of arms.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1512	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1512	  
Weight	  (g):	   29.56	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   43.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Zurich began relatively early with the minting of large silver coins: the first Zurich taler was issued in 
1512 already. Sigismund the Rich of Tyrol had issued the first of these heavy and beautiful coins in the 
late 1480s. They weighed about 31 grams and corresponded precisely to one goldgulden. The large 
planchet offered a lot of room for self-portrayal and propaganda. Talers were therefore highly popular 
among the minting authorities of Early Modern Times, just as they are among collectors and 
numismatists of today. 

Zurich was a flourishing city in the early 16th century, and a silver coin of high denomination was thus 
desirable. However, to show its wealth and urban culture, Zurich not only wanted a large coin, but also 
a beautiful one. This taler depicts the city's patron saints Felix and Regula, as did earlier Zurich coins. 
But in a miraculous way, a third saint called Exuperantius had suddenly appeared. Legend had it that he 
had come across the Alps as friend and attendant of Felix and Regula, and that he had been executed 
with them. In fact, Exuperantius was an invention of the early 14th century.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Batzen	  1519	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Batzen	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1519	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.98	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   28.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Towards the end of the 15th century, coinage increased throughout the Holy Roman Empire: The 
growing flow of trade brought a raising demand for large silver coins. The impulse for the expansion of 
coinage came from northern Italy where economy was significantly further developed than on the north 
side of the Alps. In Switzerland it was the city of Bern, which first recognized the signs of time and 
created its own large silver coin: the batzen worth 4 kreuzers. At the beginning of the 16th century, 
Zurich began to mint the batzen as well. 

Batzen were soon minted in large quantities; they spread rapidly – even though their fineness 
deteriorated increasingly. As a result, southern German cities banned these coins repeatedly; however, 
the triumphal advance of the batzen could not be stopped. These typically Bernese coins spread from 
upper Italy over Germany into Prussia. And in Switzerland, batzen were minted until the mid-19th 
century.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Guldiner	  (Kelchtaler)	  
1526	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Guldiner	  (Guldentaler)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1526	  
Weight	  (g):	   28.99	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   43.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
After the Reformation, Zurich became a rich town. In 1525 all the churches and monasteries in Zurich's 
territories were abolished and their possessions confiscated. In gold and silver, a sum of about 14,000 
guldens was accumulated – not to mention the pearls and precious stones. For comparison: a craftsman 
at that time earned about one gulden per week. 

Originally the city's government had planned to allocate the churchy possessions to the social welfare. 
Finally, however, it was decided to use the gold and silver in the interest of the city itself. The city's 
debts were cleared and with the rest a civic treasury was set up; it was coffered in the cellars of the 
Grossmünster Abbey. 

Naturally, after the Reformation the city's patron saints Felix and Regula could no longer be depicted on 
the Zurich coins. Therefore the city's money now bore the shield of Zurich. The Swiss Catholic cities 
were absolutely not delighted about the robbery of Zurich's churches. According to them, Zurich's 
citizens were "chalice thieves." Frequently Zurich coins countermarked with a chalice appeared in 
circulation to indicate the origin of their metal, and accordingly the Zurich coins were called Kelchtaler 
or Kelchbatzen (chalice talers or chalice pennies).	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  (Schnabeltaler)	  
1559	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1559	  
Weight	  (g):	   28.35	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   43.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Since the second half of the 16th century, the territory of Switzerland suffered from a severe lack of 
silver: the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire had imposed a blockade of silver against the Swiss 
confederates. The import ban should force the confederates to mint their coins according to the rules of 
the imperial coinage act. It was of no use, however – the Swiss mint authorities issued their money still 
as they thought best. Thus the silver blockade was held up until the 17th century. 

The delight was great when Zurich in the 1550s believed to have found a vein of silver in the 
Schnabelberg. It was soon detected, however, that exploitation was not worthwhile: allegedly the output 
had just been enough for the minting of two talers. Nevertheless, the talers struck in Zurich in the years 
1558 and 1559 received the popular nickname "Schnabeltalers," as they were said to have been made 
from silver from the Schnabelberg.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  1/2	  Crown	  undated,	  c.	  
1558-‐1565	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1/2	  Krone	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1560	  
Weight	  (g):	   1	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In 1521, Emperor Charles V finally conferred on Zurich the right to mint gold coins. At first the city 
issued goldguldens, the principal gold coins in the Holy Roman Empire at that time. However, growing 
problems with the gold supply in the empire led to a steady reduction in the gold content of the guldens. 
As a standard of value and a reserve currency, they became unusable. Zurich therefore started to mint 
gold crowns for some time. 

This half gold crown clearly shows the hand of the famous Zurich engraver Jakob Stampfer, who 
worked between 1558 and 1565 in the Zurich mint. On the obverse, a crowned imperial eagle bears the 
coat of arms of Zurich on its breast. The reverse shows crossed lilies and the inscription DOMINE 
SERVA NOS IN PACE (Lord, preserve us in peace).	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  undated,	  c.	  1560	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1560	  
Weight	  (g):	   28.48	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   42.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Between 1555 and 1561, the mint masters Hans Gutenson and Jakob Stampfer minted more than 9 
million coins in Zurich: an enormous amount for the time. This could only be accomplished because 
Jakob Stampfer did not mint his coins by hand any more, but used a rolling mill. Previously, every 
single coin had to be struck with a hammer. Now, however, the new technology allowed the minting of 
several coins in one go. 

The mint masters of Zurich not only produced coins but also engraved the coin dies. The die for this 
taler has been cut by Jakob Stampfer, the most famous goldsmith of his time. The coin is undated, but 
was minted most likely in the year 1560. That makes it one of the early pieces of Master Stampfer.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Groschen	  1563	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	   	  

	  
	  
Denomination:	   Groschen	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1563	  
Weight	  (g):	   2.44	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The Zurich mint masters still minted their coins from ecclesiastic silver confiscated at the time of 
Reformation during the early 1560's. This source permitted the city a considerable augmentation of 
coinage. Talers were issued in great numbers, but also small coins such as the groschen (groat) shown 
here. 

After 1563 the coin output in Zurich decreased remarkably. A continuous coinage, as we know it today, 
was not yet common at that time. To supply a market with usable money, a city not even needed to mint 
own coins. It sufficed to control the circulating foreign monies and to withdraw foul coins from 
circulation. The exchange rates of the most common coins were published regularly. Other coins were 
not to be accepted: they had to be brought to the mint master, who exchanged them against reputable 
money.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Schilling	  1589	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Schilling	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1589	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.42	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   21.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The schilling was the principal coin of daily use in Old Zurich. 1 schilling equaled 12 pfennigs, and 240 
pfennigs amounted to one pound. Hence Zurich in the 16th century still used the currency system that 
Charlemagne had introduced toward the end of the 8th century. It was to remain in use until the 19th 
century. 

Around 1590, the first enterprises specialized in the production of textiles were established in Zurich. 
Ten years later, about 1,000 spinners were working in the Zurich region. A spinner earned between 5 
and 6 schillings a day, which was about the price of 2 kilograms of bread.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1622	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1622	  
Weight	  (g):	   28.59	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   40.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The 17th century brought the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648), and with it came years of suffering, 
poverty and inflation for many people in Europe. It was the so-called kipper and wipper period. The 
German term "Kipper und Wipper" refers to the use of coin scales (German: Wippen) which quickly 
tipped (German: kippen) if a coin was of the proper weight, i.e. not debased. That way dubious 
entrepreneurs sorted high quality coins out of circulation and then melted them down. The extracted 
silver was used to produce small change with a high portion of copper since cash at that time was very 
scarce. 

The wheelings and dealings of the kippers and wippers brought small change into circulation again – 
even though it was bad and valueless money. However, at the same time they withdrew good large 
coins from circulation. Inferior money thus became rampant and led to a great financial crisis within 
large parts of the Holy Roman Empire. To counteract the outflow of good money, even respectable mint 
authorities such as Zurich felt compelled to issue its coins at a lower standard than before.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Ducat	  (c.	  1630)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Ducat	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1630	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.47	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Ducats were the most important of all Zurich gold coins. Supposedly they were struck in Zurich for the 
first time during the 1630s – we can only presume that, since some of Zurich's ducats are undated. The 
earliest ducats with a date are from 1641. 

This ducat is undated and therefore probably an early issue. The obverse shows the city's patron saints 
Felix and Regula – an unexpected motif on the coin of a Protestant city: after all Huldrych Zwingli and 
his reformers had banned the saints from the churches a 100 years earlier. Since the beginning of the 
17th century, however, theologians' view of patron saints had altered radically. Now they were regarded 
as precursors of the Reformation. Accordingly, they reappeared in the design of coins, not only in 
Zurich, but in other Swiss towns as well. 

The reverse of our ducat depicts Emperor Charlemagne on his throne. Charlemagne was considered to 
be the founder of the city. A sword lies across his knees, and in his left hand he holds the orb.	  
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Holy	  Roman	  Empire,	  City	  of	  Zurich,	  Ducat	  1646	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Ducat	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1646	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.46	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
This rare Zurich ducat dates from the year 1646. Two standing lions each hold the Zurich shield. One 
lion holds a sword, the other, facing the observer, holds a palm frond in its paw. The text on the reverse 
of the coin runs, DUCATUS NOVUS REIPUBL. TIGURI. 1646, which means "New ducat of the 
republic of Zurich 1646." 

The first mention of a settlement called Turicum dates from the 2nd century AD: the name is written on 
a Roman gravestone found on the Lindenhof. "Turicum" is of Celtic origin, however, and goes back to 
the tribe of the Tigurini that settled here. 

In the 16th century, humanist scholars introduced the additional name "Tigurum"; in their desire to tie 
up to classical culture, they took over the name of the Tigurini. Until the 18th century, "Tigurum" was 
the name used by scholars for Zurich. On coins, the place of minting is given sometimes as "Tigurum," 
sometimes as "Turicensis," the genitive form of "Turicum."	  
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-‐-‐-‐	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1/2	  Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   City	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1647	  
Weight	  (g):	   13.99	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   36.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
--- 	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Ducat	  1649	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Ducat	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1649	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.44	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Zurich focused on brand recognition with its money. After all the city wanted its coins to spread as far 
as possible – not only for prestige, but also for trade benefits and for the profits resulting from the 
difference between production costs and market value of the coins. The coins of Zurich bore the image 
of a lion over centuries. That was effective: everyone getting hold of a lion coin knew that it was good 
and trustworthy money from Zurich.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  (Waser	  Taler)	  1660	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1660	  
Weight	  (g):	   28.39	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   42.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Some 9,000 people lived in Zurich in the first half of the 17th century, and only about 1,500 of them 
were burghers – a small circle thus, in which solidarity prospered as well as envy. This was well known 
to Johann Heinrich Waser when he was elected mayor of Zurich in 1652. For that reason Waser was 
very careful to record all the revenues he got in office. 

And indeed, Waser was accused of corruptibility when he concluded an alliance with the French king 
Louis XIV in 1663. Waser was absolved of this accusation in a big trial; however, this did not end the 
chitchat. 

The hostility against Waser became evident by the rejection of his coins. People in Zurich interpreted 
the little ornament below the year as a French lily and an allusion to Waser's pro-French policy. Waser's 
coins were therefore called disparagingly "Waser talers" or "Hochmutstalers" ("arrogant talers"), and 
people refused to use them. At last the Waser talers had to be withdrawn from circulation; they were 
reminted and consequently are very rare today.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Ducat	  1709	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Ducat	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1709	  
Weight	  (g):	   3.41	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   22.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Classicism and Enlightenment influenced the coinage of Zurich in the 18th century. A prominent 
representative was the medalist Hans Jakob Gessner, who assumed office as mint master in 1706 and 
held it until his death. Gessner had a lasting influence on Zurich's coinage, not only because of his art. 
He founded a dynasty of mint masters and die engravers: his son and his grandson followed him in 
office. The Gessner dynasty ended inglorious, however. Hans Jakob Gessner III was dismissed in 1773 
because he did a bad job. With him, the dynasty of the family came to an end.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  20	  Schillings	  1714	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   20	  Schillings	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1714	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.83	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   31.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Coins of 20 schillings, like the one shown here, were also called half gulden or pound. These two terms 
referred not to coined money, however, but to units of account. For contemporaries, the term "pound" 
means a weigh. But for many centuries it was mainly a unit of account – in such a way that not only 
money was counted in pounds, but entirely other things as well. In a Salzburg chronicle for instance, the 
number of people who had died from the Black Death was indicated in pounds: in the year 1349 2 to 3 
pounds of people died each day, between 480 and 720 persons thus. The pound as a unit of account had 
been invented by Emperor Charlemagne (800-814), who had decided on 1 pound = 20 schillings = 240 
pfennigs.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1715	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1715	  
Weight	  (g):	   27.76	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   40.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the 18th century, the Zurich mint was particularly active. Besides ducats and their fractions and 
doubles, talers were struck. This one shows a boldly drawn lion holding the arms of Zurich on the 
obverse. The legend on the reverse runs, IUSTITIA ET CONCORDIA (Justice and concord).  

An improvement on talers at this time was the text round the edge. Until then the edges of coins had 
often been filed down to produce gold or silver dust. This was rendered impossible by the text struck in 
relief round the edge of the coin. Regarding this edge text, Zurich was not very inventive either: the 
talers bore the old city motto DOMINE CONSERVA NOS IN PACE (Lord, preserve us in peace). 	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Double	  Ducat	  1716	  
	  
	  

	  
	   	  

	  
	  
Denomination:	   2	  Ducats	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1716	  
Weight	  (g):	   6.96	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   27.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
A large number of Zurich coin dies of the early 18th century are the work of the famous die engraver 
and mint master Hans Jakob Gessner I. Gessner was no longer rooted in the traditions of baroque art, 
but had already turned towards classicism. In his work this became quite obvious: the designs are no 
longer exuberant and playful but elaborate and of great technical perfection. 

This extremely rare double ducat from Gessner shows two lions holding the oval shield with the arms of 
Zurich. The rim of the coin is milled; this made it easily recognizable whether the edge had been filed 
down in order to gain gold dust, as was often done at that time.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1726	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1726	  
Weight	  (g):	   27.79	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   41.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
High value coin types – gold and silver coins thus – had to be of high quality to fulfill their function: of 
high value, since they were to circulate beyond regional borders; resilient, since they were in circulation 
for a long time; and "file-proof" to prevent tampering. Because gold and silver coins were used for 
larger transactions, they often ended up abroad, so their design had to be easily recognizable as well. 

This taler fulfils all the above criteria. The view of Zurich and the two lions are the work of the famous 
Zurich die engraver Hans Jakob Gessner as the signature shows. The coin left no doubt: this was 
trustworthy money of Zurich.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Rappen	  undated,	  18th	  Century	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Rappen	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1730	  
Weight	  (g):	   0.32	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   1.5	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Small coins, money used in daily trade on the local market thus, were a profitable investment during 
Early Modern Times: These coins contained so little silver that it was good business to buy silver, alloy 
it with other metals and mint lots of small coins from it. 

Issuing small coins was so profitable that hardly any mint authority abstained from it. In 1750, the city 
council of Zurich decided to mint small coins primarily. At the same time the city paid close attention 
that only local coins were used on the municipal market by publishing lists of all forbidden coins.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  1	  Schilling	  1751	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   1	  Schilling	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1751	  
Weight	  (g):	   1.24	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   20.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Most people in Zurich calculated in schillings in the 18th century. Schillings were the coins the every-
day-coins of ordinary people; employees got paid with them, just as market-women and craftsmen. In 
the second half of the century, the earnings of a carpenter journeyman averaged about 6,000 schillings a 
year. 

With such a salary he would not have been able to keep a family. Under the assumption that our 
carpenter would have had to support a family of five, which was the average household size at that time, 
he would have had to spend more than 90 percent of his income for food alone – costs for living, 
clothing and other things not included.	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1776	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1776	  
Weight	  (g):	   26.3	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   43.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In the 18th century the republic of Zurich had around 150,000 inhabitants, of whom almost 10,000 lived 
in the city of Zurich itself. Among them were about 200 upper class families. These families dominated 
the city's guilds, which regarded trade and crafts as a privilege granted by God, and held the power in 
the city council, in whose hands coinage was now entirely. 

As a rich guild city, Zurich bestowed especial care on its coinage. Its mint masters were carefully 
trained and strictly controlled. This taler for instance dates from the year 1776. On the obverse are 
depicted the arms of Zurich in an oval with palm fronds. It is held by a lion with a sword. The text on 
the reverse runs, IUSTITIA ET CONCORDIA (Justice and concord).	  
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Republic	  of	  Zurich,	  Taler	  1796	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   Taler	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Republic	  of	  Zurich	  
Mint:	   Zurich	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1796	  
Weight	  (g):	   25.23	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   39.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The mark originally was a northern Germanic unit of weight and became a basic currency unit in the 
Middle Ages: larger amounts of money were indicated in mark silver at that time. Although many 
regional mark weights developed in the course of the Middle Ages, the mark of the city of Cologne 
gained great importance all over the Holy Roman Empire. 

The currency of Zurich was based on silver, too, and as everywhere else, it was based on the mark 
silver. Unfortunately we do not know the exact weight of the Zurich mark. From sources, we learn that 
Zurich employed the Rhenish mark (234.4 grams?) during the 16th century and the Cologne mark 
(233.9 grams) in the 17th and 18th centuries. The indication on the reverse of this coin – XI AUF 1 
FEINE MARK – means, that 11 talers were minted from one mark of pure silver.	  
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Helvetic	  Republic,	  40	  Batzen	  (Neutaler)	  1798,	  Solothurn	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   40	  Batzen	  (Neutaler)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Helvetic	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Solothurn	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1798	  
Weight	  (g):	   29.36	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   39.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
The old Swiss Confederation fell 1798. In January the French occupied the Vaud, Berne was captured in 
March, and in April Napoleon Bonaparte and his troops appeared in Zurich. The Ancien Régime had 
proved incapable of maintaining the independence of the Swiss Confederation. The country became 
structured and centrally organized the French way. 

The Helvetic Republic, as it was called now, was – at last – given a uniform currency. The franc, 
modeled after the French currency, was made the new national currency. It was still based on the old 
batzen, however: one franc equaled 10 batzen or 100 rappens. This new taler (Neutaler) held 40 batzen 
and was thus nothing else but a 4-franc piece. The obverse bears, as was demanded in the coinage law 
of June 1798, "the image of an old warrior holding a liberty flag in his right hand." The coin design was 
adopted from old coins of the city of Berne.	  
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Helvetic	  Republic,	  20	  Batzen	  (2	  Francs)	  1798,	  Solothurn	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   20	  Batzen	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Helvetic	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Solothurn	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1798	  
Weight	  (g):	   14.68	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   33.0	  
Material:	   Silver	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
Until 1798, Switzerland was a loose confederation of 13 independent republics. This changed with the 
arrival of the revolutionary French troops. Then, Napoleon Bonaparte proclaimed the "One and 
Undividable Helvetic Republic" (1798-1803), a centralized state modeled after France. 

In the course of his reforms, Bonaparte introduced a new currency in Switzerland. It was planned to 
mint silver coins at 40, 20, 10 and 5 batzen – in other words: coins worth 4, 2, 1 and a half francs. Since 
the Helvetic Republic had no national mint, the mints of Berne, Basle and Solothurn were used, being 
the most productive in Switzerland at that time. 

The reverse of this coin depicts one of the famous warriors for whom Switzerland was dreaded and 
admired over centuries – a typical Swiss mercenary wearing a feathered hat and a sword. On the right 
side of the bottom lath a small "H" can be seen; it is the signature of the engraver Johann Franz Huber.	  
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Helvetic	  Republic,	  16	  Francs	  (Duplone)	  1800,	  Berne	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
Denomination:	   16	  Franken	  (Duplone)	  
Mint	  Authority:	   Helvetic	  Republic	  
Mint:	   Berne	  
Year	  of	  Issue:	   1800	  
Weight	  (g):	   7.65	  
Diameter	  (mm):	   23.0	  
Material:	   Gold	  
Owner:	   Sunflower	  Foundation	  
 
In spring of 1798, French troops marched into Switzerland and forced the Swiss cantons into a 
centralized state. During the Helvetic Republic (1798-1803), the fragmented coinage of Switzerland was 
standardized. 

The modern decimal system used in France was introduced, but in a slightly different form. The coin 
standard of the Helvetic currency was based on the old coin standard of Berne. Hence in Switzerland, 4 
Swiss francs and 40 batzen respectively added up to one Swiss taler – just like in old Berne, where a 
taler had been worth 40 batzen. At the same time the golden duplone was retained from the old Bernese 
system as well; it equaled 16 old Swiss francs. 


